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August 5, 1951;-

F2D Exploitation of Southeast Asia Language Materials

Following is a round=-up of SEA country requirements elicited from the
analysts of the SEA Branch of Stete/DRF, Thie suwmmary for Burma, Indonesia,
Theilard and Malaya, the Philippines, Indochina, and for psychelogical intelli-
gencse, was oblained in response to the following gensral questions:
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I what extent are the brancn intelligence activitiea of your araa
dapendent upon the exploitation of Southeast Asian languages?

Waat could we expect to achieve if we had the use of sdditional
3urmess, Ilndonesian, Malayan, Vietnamese, Chinese, Tagalog, and
Thal materials as well as those in French, Dutch, Spenish, ete?

Wint available foreign langusage publicat:loné are worth "exploit-
ing?% bWhat onmp are presently belng covered?

What State-supported and what other langunage facilities bhesides
FDD are available to us?

Wat has been FUD's performsnce? How do the quality and quantity
of FDD's M compars in usefulness to radio=monitored materiel,
press monitoring, ete?

Waat gpaeific.tiopies, for which foreign language materials might
b2 of value, are apt to be of special relevance to your country in
torms of future programming, i.e, a 6-monthas' period with respect
to the regulsr program, and one yoar for the NIS program?

The exploitation of Burieese language materials will be wore important
to the forthcoming NIS studies than it i3 at present for the bulk of
earrent intelligence requirements (due to the reletively widespread
uze of English within the Burmese lesdership and the unavoidable time
lag between usual curxent intslligeonce requirements and ths availe-
ability of FDD products). Future developments, howover, may create a
groater need than now exists for access to materials in Chinsse and
in some of the minor languages of Burms (Karen, Kachin) for current
intolligencs work, :

Additicnal exploitation of Burmese language materials would, in

many cases, permit greater precision, or refinement, in intelligence
Judgments, Particularly with respect to "psychological inteliigence"
nzeds, greater availability of Burmese-langusge editorials, and books
and pamphlets circulating in Burma (including Communist publications)
would be of considerable value.
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2, USLS press tyanslations and sumsaries, and a British press summary
supplement FIU translation facllities, FOD proeducts compare favor-
ably with other radio and press monitoring. <‘he only radio in
Burea is government-simed, and, therafore, although valusble for
olficial nows and views, does not provide en adeguats sample of
local epiniocn, USIS news gummaries do not purport $o be compre~
nepsive with respect to any ona subject. Valve of past FID releases
to DRF has varied widely -- a ausber of fine jobs, many not very
waeful. The latter deficliency is probably due psrtly to DRF failure
4o frame specific regquirements. Responses to past requests have ... -

boen helpful. Thers is a geneval Lack of knowledgs in IRF, however,
“of FID capobilities and resources. (Ihe recent list of publications
received by ¥DD is helpful and it is suggssted it be issued period-
icelly for purposes of information and comment.)

3. The priority requiremcnts are political rather than sconomic, Most

of the availsble economic data is belisved to come in English langusge

sources. However, part of the Burme lLabor Gazette is in Durmese, and
‘the contents of that section are not known, With respect to the

fortheoming NIS Manpower Section, the analysts ave interested in labor

foree statistics {oy industry, sex, etec,), employment and unemployment
statigtics,; and governmant labor policy.

The Burma Covernment Uazebie could be exploited more. The analyst
auggests that FID sysiemanbically screen and periocdically provide a
1ist of contents by title or explanatory statement, so apscific
roguests conuld be meds for additional sbstracts or tremslation.

53¢k a listing would also provide the analysts with & sumiary survey
of legislation, :

Exploitation of cbitainable Communist propagende material and of
government counter-propaganda would be helpful. IEF is interosted
in both Communist directives and overt propsganda.

Cther requirements inelude:

a) surveys of Burmess attitudes on SEA regional orgsnisations,”
relations with Communigt China, - L

bh) Purmess public responses to government policles such as
welfere program (Pydiawtha), internel Security, including
proposed compulsory national ssrvice plan, Karon govermasut
and politiecs,
¢) political overtonss to Sizth World Buddhist Council
b, Suggested additional publications for exploitation:

a) Mysweddy, @ magazine conbaining government counter-propaganda,
roporsedly beiny used in the Away's lndectrination program.
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‘b) Burna Labor Gasetie

¢) Pyidaw Thit, Burmese-langnage magazine, Comuunist publication

4) Jen Min Pao, Chinese-langusge daily, Rangeon

Thail and
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Current intelligence needs ave reascnebly well met from Englishe
languags materials, plus Thai and Chinesg-langusge materials preszently
goversd in one form or another. The principal geps are believed to

be in terms of coverage of lecal press end propagenda materiels,
including information media important within the Chinese cemmunity,

a8 indicators of trends in current Thel attitudes toward both internal
end externsl problems. '

Lenpusge facllities available, othew than FDD; are Lmbassy daily nswsg
sumneries and weekly press comments {Thai), occasional British press
surveys, the Siem Rath Weekly Review (which prints extracis from
Thai-lenguage prass), & Uolo weekly review of the Bengkok Chinese
press and privatsly published translations of the Government Cazetise,
Prosg-monitoring services are fairly good for covarage of specific
political developments bub are lass ugeful for surveying sttitudes
of various groups within the wountry. The Radio (Government-ouned )
is useful only for offleisl news and visws, plus editorials of major
Banglolke dailies, :

FDD contributions have been useful in frequently provlding useful

backgiound data and "local celor® which help fill out picturs, but

generally have not been reliad on fer a major contribution to totel
intelligonce flow.

Problemé of interest to DRF:

a) what do the Thai think of their international position, in the
1ight of dovelopments in Indochine? (Iadicators of what the Thed
think their position and prospecis arg -- are they on the righ
gide or should they be on no side?)

"b) Activities within the Chinese comminity

e) Information in the defense progiam, wilitary training

'd) Speeific responses to US policies and actions in SEA

Cozments oun publications exploited by FDDi

a) Thammathioat unimportent, circulstion &lmost nil.

b} Suggested additional newepapers:
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1} Siem Rath, daily, Bangkok, popular with intellectuals and students,

2) Sen Seri, daily, Bangkok, Gemsral Sarit's paper.
3)  Kiattisak, daily, Bangkol, opposition psper

4) Some newspaper from Chiengmai » ©ince thet press is no longer
covered by any available summaries. '

5} General Phao is reportedly sponsoring a new Chiness-language
paper, Htitles unkoown, which should be quite important,

Indozesia and Malava

To

{.’
BET
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Since no basle research is being dons on these sreas at present,
vory little dependonce is placed on SEA langvege materials. The
time lag is generally too great for the bulk of the type of work
now being done, Additional materials are not regquirod at present,

FOD slreedy covers mosh of the important materials for Indonssia,
For Malaya, the British issue numerous pregs summarios, ote,

Supplexenting FDD are the State Depariment's translating centew
ang

FDD performance has been very good in genersl. However, the

present type of functionsl reporis on & worldwide basis ave not
of much vae.  The Lormor reports, done on area basis, were more
veeful. The funciional reports ssem to be the major criticiom,

llo epacific requirements over long term. Spegific requssts have

‘been made from time to time and the responses have been wost use-
ful. FDD keeps the snalysts informed on new natarials of possible
intorest, [Mlis more usaful in general te current work,

Syggeated additionsl publication: Pedonan, one of ths more
important ard influentisi HeWSPApErs

Philipines

T
dva

Overall dependence on language materials not great., Most of the
vasie infermation i3 availabls in English,

- FID elready covers the newspaper Bagong Buhay, which is the most

worthuhdle for exploitation. This paper is the most influentiad
snd largest vernaculsr daily and the oniy daily Tagalog paper,

“FID is the primary scurce for SEA-language matorials on the .
Philippines,
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FDD performance hes been improving, The FDD staff iries to mintmize
the time log for spescially requested material by sending over carbons
before finel editing and publishing in FDD, The functional reports,
issued cn e worldwide basis, are not very useful. They contain factual
matorial duplicated in English sources, -

Bequirements are primarily for current intelligence functions, sinee
the NIS program is not yet under way. The principsl usefulness to
be_galned from exploitation of the Dagong Buhay is its editorisl
policy, e.;., its support or criticism of government policies and
its stand on issues involving the US, In addition, the following

type of information is useful: exclusive featurs items providing

information on outlying provincial arese; first-hand reports of
government settlement arsas for forwer Huks, appraisals of con=
gresslonal sessions, the work of national governmeni executive
departnenis, provineial governors and govarnments; and political
dovelopments relating to party sotivities in individual proviness,

Egonowmic requirements from language matsrisls are negligible,
since the information available in English-language sources is
adequate,

Pzraonal relstionships with FDD ave very good, and the above
requirements have alrsady been conveyed to [N Fo° vy
BEmO o

Indochina
3o The current intelligence program of the Branch depends lees on the

(!

sxploltetion of SEA-language materials than the KIS progrem.

There is a general. lack of knowledpe of what materisls are available
for exploitation, =nd s feeling that the materials could yield ad-
ditional returns for NIS anslysts. 4dditional language materials
might be erpscially useful for work on Leos, Cambodia, and the
"Democratic Republic of Vietnam" (DRY),

Official journals or geseties, especially fram Laos and Cambodia,
probably would yield information not now available, In addition,
usaful general background informetion, primarily of a political or
seciological nature, is balieved available in Franche-language sources.

‘However, it is noted from recent information thaet the laws of laos

will henceforth be printed only in lsotian and not in French as here-
tofore. _

~In sddition to FDO, M ard the State Department's translating center

psrform valuable functions on language materials for Indochina,

- FOD praducts have bean very uwseful for basic ressarch, while othsr
sources gensrally have greater value for current intelligence necds.
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Sxirenents concern walply Lacs, Casbodia, end the DRV, (Most of

“ho materlels now being erploited concern the State of Viotnam.) For
‘nes and Cenbodin, Frenehelanguage materials can be a valusble zource.
(130, can the Thei transletor vesd Lactian?) For the DRV, the 1ain
bilem scewms to be procuremont of matorials, Official pateriais for
24k three ‘countries, dealing with government organization and 0.I8rE~
bions (central and local}, perscnnel shifts » governmental reorganie
aations, besic logislation, decrees and legislation » Govornment
policios and progvam, svemaries of government operaticons, eto. would
B2 most useful ¢o the NIS analysts, in adidition, political pariy
Lrachs neving party programs, aciivities, end membavrship, might £i11
soene of bhe curvent saps in informobion,  Additicnal information on
postwar pokiticel developments is always welcome, o

#ith refervence vo Luos, FDD has not produced many reports,
bub the fay available have bseca useful. The following publicae
tions ave suggested for exploitation: {a) lan Xano, Laotian-langusge,
bl-weelldy at Vientiare; (b) La Voix du Paumle, Fronoh language, bie
renthly at Paksss end (e) Ehao Eom Khosana, [ectian-language, poverne

ment inforustion bulletin of the Information Ministry at Vientians,

I% is aleo believed that the Covermmoent.of Leos issius » in lnotian or
Ywanch, proceedings of the Maticnal Assembly, end az official gazotis

{ .
- i ; o~

which would be worth exnioftinz,

The following toples concerniag laos ave of particuler interes:
{) speechos inangurating important national and foreign policies
by ths Priwe Ministor and other eabinst runisters, wnd (2) any :
statutes relating o penal law and the regulaticn of the National :
Polico sud gendsrmerie and the priszon systemns S

With reference to tha DAY, exploitebion of ¥han Dan (the Lao Dong
Party orgen) and Cua Quee (peper of the Lien Viat Front) shomda o
yledd uscful informetion with respect to DRV leadors, programs s
prlicies, government organizsdicn snd precesees, Covernment decrecs
and regulebions, and propaganda directed to the Vietnamese would
alsc be rcst ussful, :

Hith wofaerence to Combndia, in addition to the more general
roguivemants stated above, any information on Son Ngoe Thanh,
whether of a beckground or current natur » would be uzeful, &.g.,
Por a few months in early 1952, he put out a weakly Cambodian '
language newspaper, Khmer Krauk (Gumbodien Awskening), which
geill would be worth exploiting, In addition, French-language
source naterials souetimes caryy wseful articies on Thaoh,

ths medor economic reguirerant wikth rezpsct te all the areas
of Indochiing concerns 1lhor -~ general working conditions, union
organisat.on, strikes, ste,

Su@;gest axploitation of sowms publication frem lacs {(see above).
IRF pleo recelvad Yrance-Azle ond France-Indochine {Praneh), which
conbain uzeful articles, '
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Pevehologiesal Intelligence

The psychological intellijence functions of the Branch, with particular
reference to Burma, Indochina, and Thailand, probebly could derive considerable
advantages from the exploitstion of additional SEA-language materials., It is
believed that FDD products could be especlally useful to analysts in the pre-
paration of ysar-snd assessments of (1§eth9 increase or decrease of Communist
offort in an avea, and (2) the change in Communist themes during that time, -
At present ths Brapch has little basis for judging either the gquantity or
quality of Communist materisls (e.g. what do the Burmese Communists say to
the Burmese?).

The responsible snalyst would also like to see more background material
tranglated, @.g., on’ cultura, socletal life, eic, -- subjects which may not
have immediate polltical importence but are necessary for purposes of judging
recaptivity of local populations to various types of propaganda effort, and
are of longererangs political interest (e.g., article on Son Ngoe Thanh of
Cembodia in Octobsyr 1952 jssue of the Fronch-language Indochine),

The Brauch is also interested in Communist materials of foreign origin
in SFA languages, 8.8, Soviet and Chinese publicatlons such as Viet Minh in-
formabion bulletins issued in Rangoon and Bangkok (the one in Rangoon usged %o
be in English, but now may be in Burmese).
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